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· General Intercessions – Ordinary Time
1 For the needs of the Church

1a Evangelisation

· Let us pray that – with all God’s people in our world – we will let Christ’s example guide us in the work we do, and help others realise what God’s love means for all of Creation. 

 

1b Sacramental Life of the Church

· We pray for those who are preparing to be baptised at this time, that they will know the peace and joy of a new life in Jesus, who suffered and died for the whole of Creation. 

2 For public authorities and the salvation of the whole world

2a Religious and Civic Leaders

We pray for religious and civic leaders in our world, that they will guide others in ways to peace and justice,  to help to make our world safe for children and young people, and give hope to those struggling with social, ecological or economic disadvantage.
· We pray that leaders in the church; those in church ministry and the many others who help us to keep showing Christ’s tenderness and care to all of God’s Creation.
· We pray for community leaders at all levels of government who are involved in sponsoring programmes to encourage us to use water and energy sources in more environmentally-responsible ways in both domestic and public sector settings in this, our sunburnt country. 

We pray for Church and Civic leaders at all levels in our country and the world, that they will stay committed to supporting the best and most durable action to keep life supporting ecosystems safe and productive, now and into the future.

· We pray for people in the parish community, including our priests and their pastoral associates, and those entrusted with caring for children and young people, sick or disabled family members, friends or neighbours, fellow creatures and those who work to safeguard the gifts of God’s creation.

·  Calling to mind that Jesus set us an example of serving others, let us pray for the clear-sightedness we need to discern who are most in need of whatever help and care we can offer them and through us caring for God’s Creation, to act in support of conserving life on Earth.

· Let us pray that community leaders in our world, including those meeting at [add name of meeting/summit etc], will act responsibly to foster justice, peace and safeguard the integrity of all Creation.

· We pray that leaders of churches and faith communities of our world will help all focus on building trust and respect within the human family, and with all of God’s creation to actively build peace on Earth.

Let us pray that political and civic leaders in our own and other countries will recognise and act responsibly to protect the most vulnerable people and species in their communities, including those [add specific location and plight]. 
· We pray for community leaders in countries everywhere whose people are struggling to survive physical disasters, extreme poverty and civic strife. May all public authorities use their position and Earth’s resources wisely to assist those in most need to re-build ecologically sensitive homes, towns and communities. 

· We pray for community leaders at all levels of public life in our country, that they will honour the trust we have placed in them to work for the common good, including people experiencing economic uncertainty, ecological injustice or personal challenges at this time. 

2b Interfaith

· Let us pray that people in churches and those of other faiths will find ways to make God's love alive and active, by supporting people, other creatures and ecosystems that are in trouble or at risk in our world today. 

  
· Let us pray that leaders in the churches and other faith groups will act to help all of us who belong to the human family to recognise and respect each other and work for justice, peace and the integrity of creation.

2c Women Leaders

·  Today, on the United Nations Day for Women’s Rights and Peace, we pray that all women – in the church and in wider society – will enjoy the love and respect they deserve, as they continue to nurture life and harmonious relationships with God’s gifts of Creation.
We pray for women – in our country and in many parts of the world – who shoulder major responsibility for the everyday life and safety of family, community members and right relationship with God’s Earth. 

3 For those burdened by any kind of difficulty
3a Violence and discrimination

· In the coming week, when there are days which focus on eliminating violence against women, and ending intolerance and discrimination based on religious belief or faith. Let us pray for all who work to bring peace into our relationships with one another and all of God’s creation. 
Let us also pray for people in many parts of our world who are experiencing hardship right now, in challenging political, ecological, social, and economic situations, and for those who need to re-discover their will to help them find paths to safer, more secure and fulfilling lives.

3b For peace and those living through conflict or post conflict

Let us pause and pray for peace – in our homes and workplaces and in places in our world torn by fear, conflict and danger. 

· As we honour those killed in wars as they tried to keep others safe, let us pray for the determination – both to build peace in our world – and to keep our ecosystems intact for future generations. 
· Let us pray for people in parts of our world who are engaged in clearing landmines to make local ecosystems safe for those whose lives are still at risk in former war-zones.

· 3c Suffering and Loss

· As we remember what Jesus suffered, let us pray for those who are suffering in our world today: homeless people in our own city, the sick and the dying, refugees, those who have been imprisoned without a trial, children at risk, our fellow animal families who are being abused and exploited, species whose habitats are being removed for development and mining, and all of God’s Creation that is groaning.

As we remember the last meal Jesus shared with his friends, we pray for those who are facing the loss of people and communities that they love, through death or being separated from them - physically, emotionally, or intellectually. 

3d Issues of Environmental Sustainability 
Let us pause, and hold in prayer all who rely on the goodwill and persistent effort of others to survive in an increasingly precarious global environment. 

We pray for the insights we need to live sustainably and for the courage to persist in our efforts towards ecological conversion.
Remembering times when – like the disciples in tonight’s Gospel story – we have experienced God’s strength and power in our lives, we pray for the commitment and persistence we need to live sustainably and to attract others to join us in this work. 

We pray for the foresight and perseverance to live sustainably and to make wise choices with the gifts of God’s Creation in our local places of worship, work and play. 
Today, World Water Day, let us pray for the generosity to monitor our use of fresh water – at home and where we work – so that future generations will be able to enjoy a thriving and life-giving natural environment. 

3e Ill Health

· We honour the work of doctors and nurses, and pray that we can develop workable strategies to keep members of our immediate and extended families safe and healthy on Earth – those close to home, and those providing life giving services in the wider world. 
· For those whose lives are still wracked with pain associated with natural disasters and the impact of malnutrition, diseases like cholera and dysentery, and the loss of loved ones. Help us to heal ourselves and our ecosystems so that we can maintain healthy living relationships.

· We pray that – like Jesus – we can help bring healing and hope into all living relationships: into the lives of sick and disadvantaged people, sick and injured animals and all of God’s creation that is broken. May we reach out to care for all that God has created. 
 
 

3f Those subject to discrimination

We honour the giftedness of Aboriginal and Islander people. We pray for people of faith, and of different racial and ethnic backgrounds everywhere, that we will find ways to heal past hurts and find new ways to live in peace on Earth.

Let us pray for those who support people who are unemployed, or suffer from physical or mental disability, that what they offer will help them discover a true sense of their own worth. 

We remember the 1965 Freedom Ride through NSW country towns – led by Charles Perkins – to highlight injustices being experienced by aboriginal people. So we pray that we will keep working to build trust and respect among the different racial and social groups living in our country. 

 

· While we try to be sure our children enjoy the school holidays, let us also pray for young indigenous people facing an uncertain future – in overcrowded living spaces, and inadequate and under-funded educational premises. 

· 3g Hardship and global uncertainty

· Aware of families across the globe facing an uncertain future in the current global ecological and financial crisis, and of groups offering them support, let us pray, too, for those who will try to implement decisions made at the global level.

 

· For our Indigenous sisters and brothers in communities facing social, ecological and economic struggles in sub-standard living conditions, and for those who are working beside them to develop a healthy and secure future. 
3h Natural Disasters

For the people  and creatures in our world whose lives have been devastated by floods and fire, as they – too – try to find a road in the wilderness in the days and months ahead, and also for those who will help them re-build their lives, homes and habitats. 

4 For the local community

4a Young People
· Let us pray for young people in Australia – both close to where we live and work – and in the most remote communities of our country. May they grow strong and resilient, and confident in the talents, gifts and skills they can use to help us build a caring and vibrant country. 

We pray for young people looking forward to holidays from school and from other centres where they are gaining skills and knowledge to prepare them for productive adult lives, and also for those entrusted with caring for them and nurturing their sense of personal worth in the world. 
We remember those who work to help sick children recover. We pray for those who research and pioneer medical breakthroughs from the plants and creatures sourced in the natural world. 

· 4b Ecological Prayers and Specific Ecological Days

· GENERAL

· Let us pause, and hold in prayer people in our local communities who are actively helping us to live out our ecological vocations more fully.

· Let us pray for those where we live and work, who are providing positive role modeling by initiating ecologically sensitive ways of living so that we may come to truly know about our relationship with God’s beautiful creation.
· Let us pray for the good sense we need to use natural resources wisely, so we will have sufficient clean water to maintain plant and animal life (including human life) and develop ways to limit carbon emissions into the atmosphere. 

· In the coming holiday season, as many of us spend time travelling – to visit family or friends – going to the beach, camping or touring, we pray for a new sense of responsibility towards the care of the natural habitats where we will stay or through which we will pass. 
· As we give thanks for people in groups who are placing our care for the environment under closer scrutiny, where we live and work, let us also pray for people responsible for implementing strategies at the national and local level.
· We pray for the good sense to be like the stewards in today’s Gospel, and care for the environment in the ways we use energy and water and manage our waste-disposal. 

· SPECIFIC ECOLOGICAL DAYS

During Coastcare Week, let us pray for the clear-sightedness we need to focus our own and others' attention on developing ways to take proper care of our beaches and waterways – for the creatures living in the sea now and into the future. 

We pray for the individuals and groups who will be involved in the Clean Up Australia Campaign. Keep them safe as they work to restore our natural ecosytems. 

As we also anticipate World Day of Planetary Consciousness, we pray for those helping us to focus on living sustainably and encouraging us towards ecological conversion.

· Following Recycling Week, we also anticipate the coming of the Christmas season, with its emphasis on gift-giving and various ways of celebrating. May our gift-giving reflect our commitment to tend and nurture God’s Kingdom on Earth.

 
· Intercessions – Feasts and special occasions
Church Seasons

As we continue our Advent journey, and at the same time Muslim people are also undertaking the Haj, or pilgrimage to Mecca, we pray that people of different faiths in our world will keep trying to build trust, understanding and respect for each other. May we find ways to peace. 
This Lent, we pray for community leaders everywhere, as they try to make social justice real in our world, by supporting people grappling with crisis, loss, and challenges, including people in Brazil – mourning the loss of their friend, Sr Dorothy Stang, who was killed there recently. 
· On this feast of Pentecost, as we remember Jesus’ promise to send an Advocate – someone to speak up for the downtrodden – we pray for the strength to stand beside God’s Creation, whose voice is seldom heard in our world. 

 

NEW YEAR

· As we begin a new year, and celebrate God’s love for all being made known to the person of Jesus, let us pray that humanity can make God’s love more palpable by acting to protect the natural world. 
Australia DAY

·  

· As we remember the impact the coming of Europeans has had on our Indigenous sisters and brothers – the first people to live in and care for Australian ecosystems – we pray we can keep working to improve our relationships with one another and all of God’s Creation. 

Mother’s Day

· Today – as we pray for our mothers, and others who have cared for us, and continue to do so – let us pray for those in our own country and elsewhere in the world who struggle to raise their children, because of social isolation, ecological disintegration or lack of economic opportunity. 
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