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SAMPLE STUDENT
SPEAKING TEMPLATE




School Name Goes here

Location here

Date goes here

SENIOR  STUDENT 1 – [Name]
Welcome everyone to our special One Earth evening.   My name is [enter name]
SENIOR STUDENT 2  – And my name is [Name]
SENIOR STUDENT 1
Our home, planet Earth is beautiful and it is the only place in the whole universe where we know we can live. Today Earth is being changed so that in places where life once flourished it is now being diminished. Earth is showing us serious signs of stress and decay. Some of the threats to Earth include deforestation, desertification, loss of biodiversity, climate change and pollution. Over a short space of time Earth’s precious resources are being used up and our planet may not be able to sustain the future generations.  The key to the problem is our relationship with our home, planet Earth. RIGHT NOW human beings are not acting in a way that cares much for Earth.  We are taking what we want and we are forgetting to say ‘thank you’ and to look after Earth as God wants us to.

What does this mean for me – A senior [insert grade/year] student?   What will it be like in 30 OR 40 year’s time?  Will I be telling my children stories about the beautiful world I grew up in that we somehow lost?  Will there still be polar bears in the arctic wild?  Will great forests like the Amazon still be there and what about the splendor of the Great Barrier Reef…  Will it be gone?  The answer is I don’t really know for sure, but what I do know is that already these natural treasures of the world are starting to slowly disappear.  Our changing world is already in motion.  The oceans are being over fished, the droughts are getting longer and the last 10 years have been the hottest years on record. In 2050 it is estimated we will have 9 billion people on the planet.  Our earth can no longer be taken for granted.  
SENIOR STUDENT 2
My future, our future…. depends on us.  It depends on how we live NOW.  We need to wake up and use the gifts we have each been given to help life on Earth to flourish. God has asked us to look after each other and to look after all of God’s creation. So the solution will require all of us to act together.  Human beings have the intelligence to do extraordinary things and this is one of our greatest challenges yet and failure ……….is just not an option. We have to fix this problem……….and it starts here….with all of us.    We have the capacity and ability to turn ourselves around.
 
And that’s what this evening and One Earth is all about.  An exciting and positive opportunity for all of us to see the issues, judge for ourselves and take ACTION.   So on behalf of all the students and teachers from [insert school name] thank you all for coming.   Enjoy this evening and I hope you will join us in caring for Earth.   Please welcome [insert student name]

JUNIOR STUDENT
Hello, My name is [name].  I am [insert age] years old.  Whenever I switch on a light I am using electricity that probably comes from a coal fired power station.  Burning Coal produces emissions that cause the Earth to heat up so it is really important that I always turn off the light when I leave my bedroom.  We can all turn off our lights when we leave a room.  The less electricity we use at home and at school the less coal is burned.  So help save electricity and let’s turn off all our lights when we don’t need them on. Thank you.
INTERMEDIATE Student – [insert name]

Hi my name is [insert name].   There is so much we can do to contribute positively to our planet.  Things that don’t cost money and don’t stop us from having fun.  Simple things like -Turning off the tap when I’m brushing my teeth, turning off computers at night before we go to sleep. Helping our parents put the washing on the line instead of it going into the dryer.  Taking shorter showers. Walking or taking public transport instead driving everywhere. Reusing the things we buy, recycling as much as we can and not buying so much stuff.  Every year we throw away 10.5 billion dollars worth of things we rarely or never use.  Not buying things that are over packaged and trying to buy things that are made here in Australia really helps too. Saying no to plastic bags.  Australians use 3.9 billion plastic bags a year.    Eating less meat.  The average cow produced 5 tonnes of carbon dioxide over its life. That’s more carbon emissions  than running an average size car for a year. And trying to not to waste food.  It is estimated that 30% of the food we buy gets wasted. All of these actions can become good habits and there are so many more things we can do to help us to live in a way that is healthy for us, our planet and for future generations.   There is so much we can ALL do every day. Please have a look on the back of tonights program to see a simple checklist of things that you can do to live sustainably on Earth. Thank you.
Goodnight by SENIOR student [insert name] - Tonight has been about what it means to be alive, as a human, on Earth in 2010. People ARE getting their heads and hearts around these global issues and we ARE already moving forward to act in response to the problems we see. Never underestimate the power of individuals acting together. As a community that shows we care we WILL make a positive change. That’s what tonight and One Earth has been about – MAKING A POSITIVE CHANGE to the way we live on Earth.  So on behalf of all the students and teachers I want to thank you all for your support.  I hope tonight has helped you understand how you can live sustainably on Earth and that you feel empowered to do whatever you can.  Thank you, good night and please have a look at the wonderful creative work that is on display here tonight. 
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